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Characters

Annie:
High school senior

Marvin:
Annie’s grandfather

Scene

Marvin’s dress shop

Props

Store counter

Dresses on rack

Annie and Marvin at Marvin’s dress shop.

annie

Please. If you only knew how important this was. Please!

Marvin

I’m sorry, kiddo. It’s too late. Try Romano’s.

annie

I did. They don’t have it.

marvin

Well, then, neither do I.

annie

But if I don’t have this dress, I won’t be able to go to the prom.

marvin

So, wear another dress.

annie

I don’t have another dress! I saved up two years for a dress. And I have to have this one. Please!

marvin

But someone came in and put it on hold. They put down half for it.

annie

But I have the entire amount. Right here. See?

Marvin

I can’t just sell it out from under someone else. It’s just not right.

annie

But it's for me, grandpa!

marvin

I know. But that still doesn't make it right. I gotta think of my business reputation.

annie

But I just have to wear this dress to the prom. I just have to! It’s the biggest night of my life. I’ve been waiting forever.

marvin

Listen, you’re young. There'll be lots of other dances.

annie

Not like this one! The rest of my life depends on this prom.

marvin

One night! You young people.

annie

I just know if I wear this dress, Justin will want me. I saw it in a dream. It was so real. He’s the love of my life. 

marvin

Does he know this?

annie

Not yet. But he will.

marvin

You saw the dress in a dream?

annie

Yes.

marvin

This dress?

annie

Yes. This dress. There’s no other dress like it.

marvin

Listen, if you were meant to have this dress, the lord would have given it to you. And maybe you weren’t meant to have Justin either. Did you ever think of that?

annie

No. It can’t be true!

marvin

It certainly can be. A lot of things you don’t want to hear can be, and are, true.

annie

But I just know that we’re meant to be together.

marvin

You do, eh?

annie

Yes! He’s just so...so...

Marvin

Justin?

Annie

Yes!

marvin

And I suppose he’s handsome, this Justin?

annie

Oh, yes!

marvin

And charming?

Annie

Yes, how did you know?

marvin

And the most popular boy in school?

annie

Well, nearly. He’s not on the football team or anything, but he’s really smart, and funny, and he’s got the greatest blue eyes.

Marvin

Listen, let me give you a piece of advice. Stay away from  guys like that.

annie

Why?

Marvin

They tend to peak too early.  I know. They stay in town, marry their high-school sweetheart, get any old job, and then spend their lives pretending it's the good old days. They never go nowhere, never do nothin’. You deserve better than that.

annie

What's wrong with that? Even Dorothy said you shouldn't go looking for your heart's desire past your own backyard.

marvin

But what about in 10 years when you have three kids, and you’re tired 28 hours a day, and Justin ain’t lookin’ at you the same way he did on prom night.

annie

But I want to have Justin’s children. I’ve even picked out the names.

marvin

You really got it bad, kid. If I were your mother, I wouldn’t let you out of the house.

annie

Well, you’re not my mother.

marvin

Does she know about this Justin? That you're even here?

annie

No. Not exactly.

marvin

Oh boy.

annie

She doesn't care what I do.

marvin

I'm not surprised. Anyway, you should care. You got the rest of your life ahead of you. Why do you wanna go and tie yourself down now for? What a waste, pretty girl like you. You should go to college...date every boy who asks you.  Find the best one. The one who will treat you right.

annie

But I’m so tired of studying. It's all too much work.

marvin

The best things in life are worth working for.

annie

That’s why I’ve worked so hard to get the money for this dress, don’t you understand?

marvin

That’s not what I meant.

annie

Besides, I don’t have the money for college.

marvin

You're a smart girl...and I know you're determined...you could get that scholarship. Easy.

annie

What’s the use? So I can be an “independent woman”? Which really means “lonely”.

Marvin

That scholarship could be your ticket out of here.

Annie

I don't want a ticket anywhere.

marvin

Don’t you want to be something when you grow up? Go places?

annie

I never really gave it much thought. 

Marvin

Yea, too much time thinking about this Justin.

annie

He's all I've ever wanted.

marvin

You gotta have a plan B. And C. Maybe this Justin already has his eye on someone. Someone who ain’t you.

annie

I just know the universe is waiting for him to realize that I'm his soul mate.

marvin

You watch too much TV. 

Annie

But what if the universe really does want Justin and I to be together? And I ignore the signs?

marvin

Oh, Tommy rot! Signs are for highways and toilets. (Pause.) Have you thought about what you'll do if this thing with Justin doesn't pan out?

annie

I can't allow myself to think about things like that. I’m willing the universe to make it happen!

marvin

I see. Well, when you get a chance, can you will the universe to give me a winning lottery ticket?

annie

Oh, silly. You know what I mean. If you really, really want something, and you focus all your energy on that, then it has to come true.

marvin

Is that so?

annie

Oh, yes. I read about it in a book. It’s called visualization.

marvin

Sounds like prayer to me.

annie

I guess it’s sort of like prayer. But different.

marvin

Not all prayers come true.

annie

Don’t say that!

marvin

Sorry to disappoint you. Just thought you oughta know. (Pause.) You know Mick Jagger?

annie

You mean that old singer? From, like, the Rolling Stones or something?

marvin

Yea, that guy...he said it pretty well back in the day. “You can’t always get what you want.”

annie

I bet he didn’t know about visualization.

marvin

(Sigh) I give up. You can’t talk sense to a crazy person.

annie

I’m not crazy.

marvin

It’s love. Same difference.

Annie

Grandma used to say, don't underestimate the power of love.

Marvin

No offense against grandma, may she rest in peace, but all the love in the world can't make something out of nothing.

Annie

You know what you are? You're just a mean, spiteful, stingy old man. You don't know anything about being in love. 

Marvin

Now you just hold your horses, young lady. You can't go talking to your grandfather like that. And it sure as hell ain't gonna get you any closer to wearin' that dress.

Annie

I'm sorry. It's just that if you knew what it was like...

marvin

I know what it's like. At least, I used to know.

Annie

Then sell me the dress!

Marvin

I told you, I can't do that.

Annie starts to cry hysterically.

Marvin

God damn it! You are not going to turn out like your mother!

Annie

I won't! I promise!

Marvin

You don't know that. You don't know anything!

Annie

If I don't get this--

marvin

Christ all mighty! Okay, okay, here's what I'll do. IF I sell you the dress--

Annie

Oh my god, oh my god!!!

marvin

I said IF...oh, jeez, I'm gonna get into so much trouble for this...IF I sell you the dress, you gotta promise me something.

Annie

Anything!

marvin

You gotta apply for that scholarship.

Annie

What? The whole idea is for me to be with Justin! I don't want to go to college.

Marvin

Just promise. Now. It's your backup plan.

Annie

Okay, okay, I promise. 

Marvin

Cross your heart.

Annie

I cross my heart.

Marvin

Swear on the Virgin Mary.

Annie

All right! I swear on the Virgin Mary!

marvin

Good. 

Annie

You have made me SO happy!

As Annie jumps around with glee. Marvin shrugs.

Marvin

Love. Sometimes you just can't fight city hall.

PAGE  

